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Foreword

Dear reader!

With this series of books we would like to invite and guide you to get to knowal arlawessori‘s
comprehensive, pioneering pedagogy in concrete terms and to learn toe ~step by step®

This enables you to create a supportive atmosphere in kindergarten e, as well as
learning situations in which your children can also develop well and opti ing to new
standards.

In recent years, the call for a new culture of education has ' i er. Last but not

our education system. Certainly, one conclusion is the appearar ew educational plans for
the elementary sector. The requirements here are inteaded to cators a way to prepare

cases long past - training, as well as wi
from their childhood.

It can be observed that Montessori - offers many of

these people great help in reflec go ! i gogy particularly
useful? Certainly, this is beca i servation, which
was carried out by a doct [

but as a doctor observed h ' [ it. This
justifies its topicality i [ or children, today
great importance is a i
psychology. This
to didactic struc
lost its appee

e, especially with regard
he developed, has not

he role of the educator. Our
ogy requires a large amount
ational culture which - as Jesper
sibility from obedience.

ontessori facilities where all Montessori materials
are to hand, the attitude of however is still strongly characterized by the ,old

educational cult
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It is therefore an urgent concern for us to use these manuals’ to offer educators in the elementary
area an opportunity to reflect on their work on a daily basis and to develop the three competencies
mentioned by Sgs Bayer:

e The competence to enter into relationships with children
e The competence to take an important place in the life of children, even if one is not a parent

fo%ints

lontessori

e The competence to endure that educational reality is like life?

An important concern of this series is to show a concrete guide to how the them
of the “Educational Plan for Elementary Pedagogy” (BEP) are specifically rg
Pedagogy.

For decades, the prevailing opinion was t i write was reserved solely for
the school‘s educational mandate and coul c

perform many important
actual work.

uscular sense and
ur years. At six to

The motor mechani
the developme

m in his irresistible and

it can actually be observed time
guage skills through play activities that
ter language work (e.g. writing stories;

these young children acquir
le them with the essential fo

at joy and love are at ce ork in fulfilling your educational mandate.
ious when you go on rney o overy with the children, for which this series of
books gives you a holistic basis.

' We chose the term ,educator as the name for the accompanying persons of the children, in order to integrate
the gender-specific term on one hand and on the other hand to make it clear that for us this word contains
the professional relationship competence, which is characterized by a personal authority and not by role-related
authority.

2 Jesper Juul, ,Vom Gehorsam zur Verantwortung®, Page 163

3 Maria Montessori: The Discovery of the Child, Ballantine, New York 1967, Page 204
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Speech Development

The child‘s most receptive period to learn language is up until the age of six.

ibes language as a
an ev e seen
ain. ‘However, no

e respective
he child has
in the real
absorbs and
g. Thisensures

language is somethi
to learn it himself. “
sense, becaus

atically illustrated language
(see page 9).

sience for the child. It follows an inner
akes us by the hand and we let the child‘s
it shows interest and how long it is ready to

In this phase, learning the language bec
urge and therefore the effort is a pleasure.
willingness guide us. We are guide it, w
receive.

Maria Montessori describes th educe language
work to teaching and lesso : to be in love
with the language ourselves [ [ ' ecessary
appreciation.”

ook ,The New
have to become children
all of us. Teacher
on't both learn from each
, an impermeable wall will

. One remains untouchable for
er. And don‘t you just discover that
Is only good if a common rhythm of
thing connects teacher and student? It's
in music. Conductor, orchestra and singer
you breathe together, art is created.”

Children develop their language skills by
listening to adults as they speak, or by
encouraging them to speak up and play along
if they enjoy playing with sounds and words.

4 Baiba Krumins Grazzini: Das Lied des Lebens. In: Das Kind. Zeitschrift fir Montessori-padagogik. Heft 46, 2.
Halbj. 2009, S. 54 ff. Hrsg. Deutsche Montessori Gesellschaft e. V. Wiesbaden
5 Lotte Ingrisch: Die Neue Schmetterlingsschule, Langen/Miller, Miinchen 2006, S. 67/68
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Speech Development according to Maria Montessori®

5. cicen Qo of Wi
Engolesvdy [ rCamaiigr

11 e Huncencs of
NOLFE, [PPSO, e
10 Al ATt

6 Maria Montessori: Das kreative Kind, Herder Verlag, Freiburg 1972, Page 103
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The child has already learned the language of his surroundings at the age of three. In our
Montessori environment, we help him to become aware of what he already has so that he can
use it for his further development. We must first be convinced of the spiritual aspect of language,
this great gift of communication. This enables us to learn about our past and to get to know the
world from all sides, even if we are physically far from the regions, the people or the times from
which we read or hear. Therefore, the ability to communicate should make us feel grateful.

dwal‘s life.
: inions (...)

nguage is also

Lise Eliot writes: “Learning to speak is possibly the greatest intellectual lea
It opens up a whole new universe of questions, thoughts, social communicat
These ultimately allow the child to mature into a fully developed personz
the crucial basis for much of what we call intelligent behaviour. The mo
linguistic organ of the brain develops, the better we can promote the masti basis for the
intellectual development of our children.””

The teacher has the task of optimally preparing the environ ' All aspects of language
such as vocabulary enrichment, writing and reading must c¢ ' child‘s environment.
Maria Montessori speaks of the power and magic of la
while helping the children to expand their languages

7 Lise Eliot: What's going on in There? Zitiert nach Baiba Krumins Grazzini. See Note 1
8 Compare with Note 1.
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Children develop their language skills by listening to and watching adults speak. The language
model of the educator is important (articulation, terms, sentence structure, communication style).

How could a language-stimulating environment be experienced by children? In her book
,Promoting young children with Maria Montessori“’, Claudia Schéafer emphasizes the following
six aspects:

— The teacher enjoys the language and is a role model for the children.
— The teacher pays attention to good pronunciation and does not speak too qu

— The teacher takes into account that some children understand more thz clively speak
and therefore does not underestimate them.

Small requests such as: ,Will you help me
prepare the snack? Did you get the knives?”
Promote understanding of language and the
feeling of being important to the community.

— The educator clearly formulates a request:
“The stick on the climbing frame is too dan-
gerous. Please give it to me. You'll gei,it
back later.”

— Actions are accompanied with simple
words: ,Come on, we‘re going to the_car-
pet.”

Language is a living thing. Childli nguage
only develops in oral communi
lively speaking situations:

— Every child is given ti
is listened to carefully

— Talking in small g
— Joint viewing i
ren are
selves;

ich the child-
about them-

9 Claudia Schafer: Kleinkinder férdern mit Maria Montessori, Herder Verlag, Freiburg, 2006



Games to promote language skills 11

Games to promote language skills

Language skills are linked to the development of many skills that require a favourable environment
and a lot of support.

ills” with joy
randpa are
often missing, then this task is taken-up by the child‘s pre-school. Son jons from this
rich treasure are given here.

In many cultures there are children‘s songs, rhymes and movement games that are pissed on

With the help of the games presented below, the mobility of the pala ongue, lips and
cheeks are strengthened and the vocal cords are practice
language is a process that can be tailored to children with cial as required.

Imitate animal sounds

The imitation of animal voices gives great j of children. They are very happy
to imitate animals that they know (pet i motion and sounds for example

Blowing game

The educator sits with the chil
other light object in front of
and lips pursed in order to bl
try to prevent this by i



12

Speech Development

“Difficult”“ sounds and tongue twisters

A big bug bit the little beetle but the little Swan swam over the sea,

beetle bit the bug back.

Fred fed Ted bread, and Ted fed Fred bread.

Swim, swan, swim!
Swan swam back again

Finding your own rhymes

Any noise annoys an oyster, but a noisy Well swum. swan!
noise annoys an oyster more. ’ '
The cat sat on the mat.

A mouse is in the house.
A frog sat on a log.

Counting rhymes

One, two, three, four, five,
Once | caught a fish alive.
Six, seven, eight, nine, ten,
Then | let it go again.

Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so.
Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on t

The syllables can also be acce

?

Eenyn

tc

[ ollers, let him go,
Oen , meeny, miny, moe.

(%

iny, moe,

h'a by the toe.

4

eryone repeats this name
ble. Or you can choose longer and

ed with on a drum.
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Games to increase vocabulary

,‘

The more words and sentences are linked to
emotions, the more intensely they are received
and internalized, because ,emotions“ move

the whole person. happensfin daily
interaction, in circle-ti i events
and worries are reca ogether, when

telling fairy tales an
rhymes or singing.

¢ ents. Here, play
dicated work with a

elp of movement ... the movement
pports psychological development, and this
lopment in turn fin ession in further

0 Maria Montedssori : Das kreative Kind, Herder Verlag, Freiburg Pages 129 and 137





